Our Mission

Hope For Youth’s Therapeutic
Group Home Program assists
children and families achieve
their permanency goal, whether it
be reunification with a parent or
relative, adoption or independent
living.

Childrenarereferredtoourprogram
because they represent cases of
abuse or neglect, a PINS (Person In
Need of Supervision) Petition and/
or Juvenile Delinquency charges
have been filed on the child.

We offer therapeutic, stable,
supportive, and functional group
home environments. We also
teach necessary life skills needed to
succeedinlifeasadultsand navigate
through life’s many facets.

Our mission is to produce
independent, self-supporting and
intelligent young people and get
them back on track through the
use of structured support and
supervision.

We are committed to helping
adolescents and their families
recover from the damaging effects
of lack of education, separation,
domesticviolence, substance abuse,
psychological trauma, abuse, and/
or neglect.
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Expert Staff

Our professional staff team includes
24/7 experienced child care workers,
mental health workers, licensed
clinical social workers, certified special
education teachers, licensed clinical
psychologists, and board certified
adolescent psychiatrists.

We work closely as a team with
referral agencies, including NYS Office
of Children & Family Services (OCFS),
NYC Administration for Children’s
Services (ACS), and both Suffolk and
Nassau Counties’ Departments of
Social Services and Probation. We also
work very closely with the children and
family service providers, including
medical personnel, clinical treatment
teams, school personnel, and any other
providers involved in the case.

Superior Home Environment

We offer a favorable superior child
to staff ratio: 4 youth to 1 child care
worker during waking hours and at
least one child care worker on shift
while the residents are sleeping.

We have 4 community based
residential therapeutic group homes
located in Babylon, Farmingdale,
Bellmore, and Seaford. The program
has a total of 35 beds distributed
equally amongst the four facilities.

Medical Services

All youth are given a full medical
exam within the first 72 hours of arrival
to establish a baseline of medical needs.
All ongoing medical care is coordinated
through our medical staff.

Clinical Services

Within the first month, all children receive
comprehensive screening from our team of
professionals and are assigned their own certified
therapist.

All youth participate in our regular individual,
group and family therapy programs.

Substance abuse and anger management are
addressed on a regular ongoing basis. Monthly
random drug and alcohol screenings are part of their
treatment program. Medications are monitored
carefully by the agency psychiatrist and nurse
practitioner. As needed, additional psychological
and psychiatric services are available.

Zone Program

The group home program utilizes a behavior
management program where the residents can
achieve more privileges and freedom by successfully
atainingt higher zones and interact favorably with
peers and staff.

As the child grows and demonstrates the ability
to make sound decisions, the youth is rewarded
(“higher zones”) and can experience going out into
the community alone to socialize or even find part-
time work.

Education

Attendance and participation in an approved
educational program is mandatory. The Program
Manager of the group home maintains consistent
contact with parents and school personnel, and is
vital in making sure that any specific educational
needs are met. If needed, special education services
are arranged by the Program Manager and the
school district.

We also offer regular study hours after school
where each child can receive individual attention
for home work and other school needs.

As needed, Hope For Youth coordinates tutoring
services for the residents based upon their
individual needs.
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Independent Living Skills

All youth participate in our bi-monthly skill
building workshops. An initial assessment of
the child’s skills is completed by the Program
Manager and therapist. Follow-up assessments
are conducted every six months to track progress
and identify current needs.

Independent living skills encompass personal
care, cooking, cleaning, interpersonal relationships,
career development, and budgeting.

We have house assignments for chores, cooking,
and cleaning so children can experience adult
living on a daily basis.

Once a week, every child learns to cook meals
with the staff. Each child has an “in-house job”
within the group home. The child interviews for
the position and is paid for the work they perform.
The intent is to have the child learn about job skills
through this process. The children are encouraged
to work on money management including opening
and maintaining their own bank account.

Recreation

Each group home has planned recreational
activities including summer and agency wide
recreational programs. These include activities
within the facility and in the community.

We encourage student involvement in school
groups, clubs, sports, and after school activities.

Appropriate activities in the home itself include
board games, video games, TV, VCRs, exercise
equipment, and basketball courts.

Eligibility

In order to be eligible for services, the child needs
to be between the ages of 13 and 18, referred by
one of our referral agencies, and placed with us by
the family court of the appropriate county.

The child must be able to maintain appropriate
behavior to benefit from the program and reside in
the community.
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